
 
 

Scoil an Teaghlaigh Naofa Easter Newsletter 2016 
www.askeabns.wordpress.com(school blog) 

www.askeaboys.com  (school website) 

 
 

“Cáisc Shona Daoibh go léir” 
Dear Parents, 

                      Happy Easter to all and I hope that the boys enjoy a well earned rest and some nice 

chocolate after all the Lenten fasting. Thank you again for all your help over the last term. This 

second term has been extremely busy. We’ve taken part in hurling and football matches. Swimming 

has finished for second class and has just started for fourth class. We have been preparing in all 

classes for the 1916 centenary celebrations by writing poems, making presentations and doing 

amazing 3-D reconstructions of the GPO. I would like to thank all the staff for their hard work, 

dedication and diligence on behalf of all the children in the last term. I hope that you have a safe 

and wonderful Easter and I look forward to seeing you all on the 4th of April.   Deirdre Kelly. 

 

Parent’s Association 

Easter is around the corner, the evenings are brighter and our children are on holidays from school. 

Thanks to the teachers for their hard work this term. The committee of your Parent’s Association 

has been busy on your behalf during the term with among other activities our midterm raffle, our 

table quiz held at the end of February and more recently the Easter colouring competition. This was 

a great success when introduced last year and equally so this year. Your association continues to 

work hard behind the scenes for sponsors for our annual summer fete which will have a new look 

this year….more of that next term! Work is also underway for a Grand Summer raffle yes literally 

first prize will be €1,000.00, one grand. Our aim is to work with the school to ensure the best 

possible education and opportunities for our boys. We invite you to join likeminded parents on our 

committee to help us continue this work by contacting our secretary Ann Lennon McNamara on 

0873214357 or myself Margaret Phiri on 0876394480. Wishing the pupils, staff and parents a very 

Happy Easter. Margaret Phiri. 

http://www.askeabns.wordpress.com/
http://www.askeaboys.com/
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Sport  
 The soccer training continues with Mr.Farrell and Ms.Moore. Sixth class are training after 

school. 

 Gaelic FootballO’Hanrahan’s club come to coach the boys in 1st, 2nd and 3rd class every week. 

 Hurling Training with Casey Tobin (through Leinster GAA) is intense and the boy’s first touch is 

improving with every training session. 

Miss Mullally and Mrs Kelly were delighted to accept on behalf of Askea Boys the specially 

commissioned 1916 Slate Creation won by their hurlers in the Urban Schools indoor blitz from 

Carlow Hurler of the Year Marty Kavanagh. We’re sure our boys will give Kilkenny a run for 

their money in years to come!! Well done to all. 

 
 All classes have been training hard with Jim, Ms.Delaney and Ms.Breathnach for the school 

basketball blitz after Easter. Sixth class will have matches against the Gaelscoil, Bishop Foley, 

Bennekerry and St.Fiaccs national schools. We had a wonderful training session and competitive 

league with Askea girls last week with an astounding 47 pupils coming to play after school.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spikeball We had a great day out at our very first spikeball 

tournament in Kilkenny. All the hard training paid off with 

pupils showing fabulous skill and great teamwork.  

 
Playworks will be introduced in our school over the next few weeks. Playworks is 

an American programme adapted to fit Irish schools. It is a semi structured 

approach to organising break time. Playworks believe in the power of play to 

bring out the best in every child. It focuses on creating a positive yard 

atmosphere with chants and claps, high fives, games, warm ups and cool downs 

and junior coaches. Schools have found that it promotes an attitude of 

gratitude, it increases activity levels and promotes inclusion, competition, fair 

play and sportsman-ship. Playworks is also a preventative strategy for bullying. 

This programme creates a place for every child on the playground to feel 

included, be active, and build valuable social and emotional skills.  

See more at www.playworks.org. 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A.  

 

 

 

With the arrival of Spring, the boys make 

St.Brigid’s Day crosses. 

 

We would like to thank Lionbridge and in 

particular Kevin, for donating over thirty 

revamped computers to our school. All these 

computers are now being used in classrooms, 

resource rooms and the computer room to 

enhance learning such as maths recovery, 

reading eggs, digital large books, educational 

websites, lateral thinking etc. We also had an 

excellent series of talks for all the senior 

classes on internet safety which was hosted by 

Zeeko Internet Safety.  Mile buíochas for such 

a fantastic donation.Mr.Farrell. 

 

Here we see Séan, Callum, Jay and Adhmad 

enjoying computer class. 

 

Well done to all the classes who have 

been taking part in Music Generation. 

Music Generation Carlowis a music 

education service for County Carlow. Their 

aim is to inspire and enable children and 

young people from all backgrounds and 

regions of County Carlow to learn to play 

musical instruments, sing and make music 

with others. Beautiful music from the 

recorder is heard coming from all senior 

classes.  

 Why did the Easter egg hide?! 

 He was a little chicken!  

 

 



 
 

For National Engineering week, first class went to our hall to make all types of 

wonderful devices with knex. It was great fun. Other classes will also go to the hall over 

the coming weeks to work with knex. Third class also went to Carlow IT for an excellent 

talk on the “Magic of Number”. Well done everyone.Mr.Farrell. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to all pupils 

who took part in the Credit 

Union Quiz last month. 

Congratulations to Holy Family BNS on being selected as 

one of five school finalists in the Digital School of the Year 

competition. This national competition is organised by Digital 

Media Ireland and Accenture Consultants. This selection as 

one of five finalistsand the only primary school to be so 

selected is in recognition of the high level of digital 

education being carried out by Holy Family BNS. The school’s 

excellent and very busy computer room, interactive 

whiteboards in every classroom, dedicated computers in 

classrooms for online learning such as Reading Eggs and the 

excellent downloadable resources at askeabns.wordpress.com 

covering General Knowledge, Gaeilge, Word Processing, Irish 

Clipart, Maths, Literacy and Numeracy resources were 

singled out for high praise. At a wonderful reception at the 

Burlington Hotel in Dublin, on the 19th of February, the main 

prize of the selected five finalists went to our neighbours 

Presentation College in Askea ! This reflects very well on the 

high level of digital education that takes place in Carlow. 

Well done to all pupils and especially to Mr.Farrell who puts 

in such tremendous work to keep our school so 

technologically advanced. Mr.Farrell also runs our school blog 

which is an amazing showcase for all the talent and hard work 

in Askea B.N.S. 

 

Third class and junior 

infants had a céili in the hall 

as part of Seachtaine na 

Gaeilge. Ms.Delaney and Ms. 

Quirke have been running an 

after schools Irish club with 

boys in second class. It has 

been a great success.  

 

 Congratulations to all classes who have won the ‘Star Class’ award. At 

assembly every month Mrs.Kelly gives an award to a class on both the junior side and senior 

side of the school.  



 
 

The Library Corner 

 

We celebrated World Book Dayon the 3rd of March, it was a great success.Boys made a 

fantastic effort to dress up as their favourite characters, design their own bookmarks, 

make their own books and design their own book covers.Winners received prizes of 

beautiful books for the book mark competition. We had paired reading whereby the older 

pupils read to pupils in junior and senior infants. Author Helena Duggan who wrote the 

highly acclaimed children’s novel “A Place Called Perfect” came to school to give a writing 

workshop to fifth class. Helena described the writing process, how to get started on 

writing your own book and read the delightful stories the boys composed for her. She was 

overjoyed with the imaginative and creative pieces the boys wrote.  Ms.Breathnach would 

like to thank all boys and teachers for making such a wonderful effort.  

 

 

 

Check out 

www.worldbookday.com 

for lots of exciting 

activities and 

information. 

 

Can you spot some of 

your favourite 

characters?! We had 

Harry Potter, Pinocchio, 

Horrid Henry, Cat in the 

Hat, Joe from Billionaire 

Boy and many more. 

Some of our favourite books in Askea to read 

are...Diary of a Wimpy Kid by Jeff Kinney, A 

Tiny Bit Lucky by Tom Gates, Billionaire Boy 

by David Williams, Charlie and the Chocolate 

Factory by Roald Dahl and Harry Potter and 

the Philosopher’s Stone by J.K Rowling. 

http://www.worldbookday.com/


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beautiful smells of cooking 

have been coming from fourth class 

where Ms.Howe has been making 

Fruit Smoothies, St.Patrick’s Day 

treats, pasta dishes and apple 

crumble with the boys. 

Easons are challenging schools in 

every county of Ireland to compete, 

have fun and improve their spelling in 

a competition to find the Eason 

Spelling Bee champion school. Each 

fifth and sixth class had a class 

Spelling Bee competition.  Four boys 

from fifth and sixth class then 

competed in our school Spelling Bee 

final. Robert was crowned the overall 

winner after a nerve wrecking final 

and represented Askea in the county 

final on Monday. He came sixth out of 

thirteen which was a huge 

achievement.  Well done Robert. 

 

 

 

Ms.Nichol’s sixth class 

entered projects for the Irish Aid 

Awards. The boys did excellent 

research on developing countries 

and global goals. 

Junior Entrepreneur 

Selling of the Beanie Geanie hats 

has come to an end and both sixth 

classes will be presenting their 

products in the Dolmen Hotel next 

month. The boys made a very 

impressive power point 

presentation. Well done to all. 

involved. 

 

 

Great fun has been had in 

Aistear this term in both Junior 

Infants. The boys have been learning 

and playing in the restaurant, the 

hospital and the garden centre. Pupils 

visited the fire station on Monday, it 

was a wonderful experience. 

 
Pupils hard at 

work in the 

hospital, 

garden centre 

and 

restaurant! 

The act of following 

something is spelled 

(a) PURSUIT 

(b) PORSUIT 

(c) PERSUIT 

 A sticky substance is 

spelled 

(a) GELATIN 

(b) GELETIN 

(c) GELATINE 

 A painful stomach 

condition is spelled 

(a) ULCRE 

(b) ULSTER 

(c) ULCER 

 Referring to 

something that can be 

taken out is spelled 

(a) REMOVIBLE 

(b) REMOVABLE 

(c) REMOVEBLE 

 



 
 

 

 

HSCL Involving Parents: 

After Easterthe HSCL teacher Ms. Tullywill be running‘CookeryFor Fun’with the 

senior classes (4th/5th/6th). Each class will get one session. This is a cooking/baking activity 

where parents will be needed to help out with their child’s session.  

Ms. Tully will send a text & invitation to let you know when your son’s ‘Cookery For Fun’ 

session will be on, so please let her know if you can help out.  

Children love having their parent/guardian helping out.  

 

“Knitting/Craft Club” for parents will restart on Thursday 7th April. We will start a new 

project. It runs every Thursday morning from 9.30am-1030am. Please come along, even if 

you are at beginner level. All parents/guardians and grandparents are welcome. 

 

Courses run for Parents:  

‘Relaxing Art Course’ that ran after Christmas was a huge success. The ladies painted 

beautiful pieces on canvas and hopefully will use art as a tool for relaxation in the future. 

The ladies really enjoyed it, a huge thank you to all who attended and the fantastic tutor 

ElwiraBernaciak. 

 

‘Make Up and Nail Art Course’:started on the 1st of March and is attended by 17 parents, 

a huge success so far. The ladies are really enjoying the course and learning loads of useful 

tips from the tutor, Tracey Quinlan.  

 



 
 

1916 Centenary Celebrations 

 

On Tuesday, March 15th, Pearse and Harry O’Hanrahan, grand nephews of executed 1916 

leader Michael O’Hanrahan, accompanied by Paul Horan, local historian and 1916 researcher 

came to our school to assist the boys in raising our National flag and reading our 

Proclamation which was written by sixth class. They visited the classrooms and the hall to 

view the various projects, artwork and picture display relating to 1916. To finish up our 

National Anthem was sung by all the pupils and staff. A great morning was had by all. 

Mr.Kelly. 

Pupils wrote inspiring poems and made amazing 3-D GPO sculptures to celebrate the 

centenary.  

  

 

1916  

It was grim, 

all the time seemed so dim. 

Lots of red, 

meant many were dead. 

Fighting for freedom, 

people got stardom. 

Padraig H Pearse, 

was very fierce. 

Fighting for independence, 

had many on the fence. 

In the GPO the rebels had a good 

defence. 

But from January 21st 1919 hence 

Ireland had Independence. 

 

 

(Luke Noctor-6th class) 

 



 
 

 

Blisters   

 

The boy wanders lone, 

in the streets, he walks, 

walks, walks, walks,  

Till his feet blister. 

 

His house, ablaze, 

his parents executed. 

His siblings, burning corpses . 

Yet he walks till his feet blister 

 

Not a penny on his person, 

no home to call his own. 

Not even a pair of socks, 

yet he walks till his feet blister. 

 

He spots a squadron of coppers, 

marching towards the GPO. 

The boy runs to them, 

till his feet blister. 

 

The squadron disbands, 

the rebels are shooting . 

The boy has closed his eyes, 

yet he still runs till his feet blister. 

 

The boy is shot, 

caught in the crossfire.  

With sadness in his eyes,  

his heart blisters . 

 

Laying in a pool of his own blood, 

he breathes his last breath. 

No longer will he walk  

till his feet blister. 

 

(Adam Byrne-6th class) 

Wishing you all a very Happy Easter 

Brian Foley (6th class) made an amazing copy of the 

GPO using Minecraft on his computer. Well done 

Brian.

 

1916 Easter Rising  

100 years ago the rebels took the GPO.  

They fought all day and they fought all night,  

but they still could not win the fight.  

 

James Connolly and Padraig Pearse –  

they were both strong and they were fierce.  

Sean MacDiarmada and Thomas Clarke by leading the 

rebels, they made their mark. 

 

Thomas McDonagh and Eamonn Ceannt were very brave,  

but they still went to die in their early grave.  

And Joseph Plunkett had tuberculosis,  

which is a very serious diagnosis.  

 

On the following Saturday they surrendered, 

they had no other way.  

They might have been executed in Kilmainham Goal,  

but to the Irish they did not fail.  
 

                              (Shane Nolan-5th class) 

 



 
 

POBLACHT NA hÉiREANN 2016 – Askea Boys 6th Class 

To the people of Ireland of today and of future generations, we the sixth class of Askea Boys 

School want us all to be a part of making a difference for the future of Ireland. This year we 

celebrate the 100th anniversary of the 1916 Rising and we feel now is the time to make some 

changes to our country in the name of those who have fought throughout the centuries for her 

freedom.  

Firstly, as a nation known for ‘Céad Míle Fáilte’ or ‘a Hundred Thousand Welcomes’, we declare that 

bullying and racism of any kind needs to be stamped out from today. There might be differences 

between people but we should not treat others differently. No one should be treated negatively 

because of their religion, skin colour, background or personality. 

As a caring nation, we should be doing more to help others, especially those who are homeless. We 

need to be less selfish with what we have and give more. Donating to charities is not difficult and it 

can help save lives. It also will increase your personal happiness. More money needs to be given to 

Healthcare. We need hospitals in every county where children can get access to treatment faster. 

As well as hospitals we need more parks and activity centres. This in turn will help to keep the next 

generations happy and active. With sponsorship, we can make this happen. 

Obesity has become a big concern in Ireland. We need less sugar in all our food because Ireland 

before the war used to be a healthy country but now as a nation, we are more overweight than ever. 

We must work to get better facilities for children in small rural towns and villages so that children 

will be able to spend less time using electronics and more time outdoors in the fresh air. In Ireland 

the litter problem is getting worse. In future we foresee a fine for any littering as it is 

contributing to global warming.  

We proclaim that Ireland should work to improve the economy. We must aim to restore Ireland to a 

rich, beautiful country by ending recession and becoming a prosperous country once more. As we are 

a part of the future generation of the Republic of Ireland, we want to tackle firstly the 

unemployment issue in our country. People need to work so they can help their family so our new 

government will have to work hard to create more jobs for the unemployed, more programmes to 

help train the unemployed and a better standard of pay. We need to boost the economy to help stop 

recession for us to have a sustainable Ireland. 

Finally we must stop people from importing drugs from different countries into Ireland. From an 

early age, we must all be made aware of the dangers of drugs. It is a big problem in Ireland today 

and it is such a waste, considering what our ancestors fought for over the centuries. This is the 

perfect time in our history to put these issues to rest so Ireland continues to be the great nation 

that it has always been.  

We sign this on behalf of the people who are willing to work for change.       Askea Boys 6th class 



 
 

 

 

 

 

Míle Buíochas to Pearse and Harry O’Hanrahan 

for visiting us on Tuesday. It was a truly 

memorable occasion and we are very grateful 

that they visited our classes, listened to our 

singing, heard our Proclamation and raised our 

flag. 



 
 

 

 

 


